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Kindergarten Teachers’ Philosophical, Theoretical, and Practical
Perceptions of Integrated Curriculum

WU, Su-Chiao Angel
National Chia Yi University, Department of Early Childhood Education
CHANG, Yu-Liang Aldy
MingDao University, Institute of Teaching Art

Abstract: Integrated curriculum is a well-known early childhood construct that recently has
been explored by other levels of education in different country. Several educators and
researchers advised that we should pay more attentions on teachers’ professional
development of integrated curriculum in order to achieve this reform. Researcher’s
previous study proposes that kindergarten teachers have stronger perceptions of integrated
curriculum.  Thus, kindergarten teachers’ philosophical, theoretical, and practical,
perceptions of integrated curriculum should be explicitly in order to provide
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recommendations for other levels’ teachers and teacher training program design.

A qualitative research design was employed in this study. The whole process of
participant observations and interviews was administered in a famous and successful early
childhood educational institution in Taichung, Taiwan. Data was collected from 108-hour
participatory observations (3 hours per week) and interactive interviews of 10 qualified
kindergarten teachers with open-ended questions. The findings of this study concentrated
on and discussed with the following themes. First of all, Teachers’ philosophical perception
of integrated curriculum included the influence and initiative from kindergarten’ owner or
principle’s philosophy, understanding and practicing of child-centered philosophy, and
promoting life-experienced learning and problem solving abilities. Secondly, Piaget’s and
Vygotsky’s developmental theories, Dewey’s philosophy, the theory of Multiple Intelligence,
and Brain-based educational theory were discussed frequently in teachers’ theoretical
perception section. Finally in practical perception, the continuum and teaching strategy of
thematic curriculum was analyzed and suggested. This study further recommends that
teachers’ roles are not just the deliverer of knowledge. Moreover, teachers’ diverse and
flexible roles and successful teaching are founded on the continuously ongoing innovation
and positive perception of philosophy, theory, and practice.

Keywords: Integrated Curriculum, Curriculum Integration, Teacher’s Perception, Early
Childhood Education, Kindergarten Teacher
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