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Abstract: The education reform in mainland China, which started in early 2000, aimed at
streamlining the overlapping curriculum and single subject teaching to an integrated
curriculum that suites individual schools and allow students to learn to construct knowledge
about the arts and the world. Integrated Arts text books (grades 1 to 9) edited by the author
for the nation-wide experimental schools were published in 2001. By 2006, about 2.75
million copies for primary and 590 thousand copies for secondary schools were in use. For
the teachers, the education reform does not only mean using different sets of new text books,
it is, in essence, a change of attitude and culture. Relevant unit has organised training
courses and collaboration opportunties for arts teachers, with timetable changes, expert
consultation and web discussion to facilitate its implementation. Rigorous research was
conducted on curriculum design, teaching approaches and management structure to enhance
its success. Changes are found in the learning process, students’ behaviour and teachers’
attitude, these include a sense of joy and achievement in students with proactive attitude that
shows the close relationship between arts and their daily life. The teachers have employed
student-centred approach, with emphasis not on knowledge and skills, but imagination and
creativity. Students have learned to cooperate with one another and express freely, their
artistic potentials are appropriately developed. Besides its strengths, research also reflects
some practical problems encountered with the integrated arts education. These include
difficulties in its implementation and management, as mainland China is a huge country, it is
difficult to train teachers in the remote provinces; the quality of relevant text books and
teaching aids; appropriate assessment modes for the integrated arts; the practical
implementation of arts education; teachers’ professional development and the holistic
perspectives of arts education.

Keywords: integrated curriculum, education reform, student-centred approach, culture,
assessment
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